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: DEPARTMENT OF STATE 


SPEecIAL ASSISTANT TO THE SECRETARY 
TOP SECRET | ; August 9, 1951 


MEMORANDUM TO THE SECRETARY: 


The Watch Gemmittee of the IAC has further reviewed the various 
' reports that have been received relating to the possibility of World 
War IIIT beginning on occasion of the conclusion of the Japanese 
Treaty. The Committee's evaluation remains the same as that reported 
to you last week by Fisher Howe, I nevertheless felt you might want 
to see this latest effort which is somewhat mofe Sener Cueenyes 


4 The IAG itself discussed the satie matter at its meeting this 
;morning, General Smith reported that Secretary Marshall was somewhat 
|perturbed by the reports. The consensus of the IAC was, however, 
that it is highly wilikely that the reports are what they purport 
Ito bee Moreover, all agreed that it is improbable that the USSR 
‘would precipitate general war over the Japanese treaty issue alone. 

| Also the Navy reported that before an attack on Japan could be 
‘launched, there would have to be further enadealobn ag of shipping 

' and related preparations and that we skeuldepwrebebiy know of these 
(activities a minimum of two weeks in ‘advance 
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While thus discounting both the reports under review and the 

FE possibility of an imminent attack on Japan, the members of the 

a Committee reiterated ‘that over-all intelligence indications are such 
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~ W. Park Armstrong, Jre 
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